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The Education Industry - COVID-19 Resource Kit

 
The UK government expects schools and universities to re-open in September, and has 
provided extensive guidance, which can be found here. The guidance is also summarised 
below: 

Re-opening guidelines for schools and nurseries/childminders 

• Social distancing: 15 person restrictions have been lifted from the 20th of July, 
but schools are encouraged to keep students in keeping groups separate in 
‘bubbles’, and maintaining distance between individuals, so as to minimise 
contact 

• Children are encouraged to also maintain these ‘bubbles’ on public transport 
wherever possible 

• Assemblies will be banned in order to keep ‘bubbles’ apart 
• Break and lunch times will be staggered, as well as time for cleaning surfaces in 

the dining hall between groups  
• School day-trips will be allowed from September, but overnight stays are not 

allowed 
• Loitering in corridors and around school gates will be actively discouraged by 

school authorities, whereas hygiene will be actively encouraged through the 
placement of more sinks and hand sanitiser stations around the school 

• Pupils should have their own stationery and not share 
• Classrooms, sports equipment, and art supplies must be cleaned regularly  
• Risk assessment: Two or more confirmed cases in a fortnight may lead to self-

isolation at home for larger groups of other children/young people 
• Schools will be sent home test kits to allow quick testing should anyone fall ill 
• Teachers should wear PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) if they have to get 

close to someone with suspected symptoms  
• Attendance: Parents of children who do not attend school in September will 

face a £120 fine, unless following medical advice. Headteachers are trusted to 
know individual situations best 

• Schools will be able to focus on core curriculum subjects instead of art and 
drama in order to catch students up in the first few months back to school 

• After school/extracurricular activities; Holiday clubs, tuition and extra lessons 
can run throughout the summer and school year as long as students remain in 
one group/class  

• Exams: calculated grades will be provided to students this summer, but Ofqual 
has confirmed that students are able to take exams in all subjects in the autumn 
if they do not agree with their summer grades. More information can be found 
here. 

• Exams are set to take place as normal in Summer 2021. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-fu
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-more-details-on-appeals-and-confirms-autumn-exam-arrangements
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Government initiatives:  

The UK government has created a collection on their website which houses all guidance 
for all levels of education and childcare, which can be found here. 

Schools:  
• On the 29th of June 2020, the UK government announced over £1bn in funding to 

rebuild schools across England. This funding includes repairs, upgrades and 
measures to help pupils catch up on lost teaching time, which can be found here. 

• A study is being conducted as the school year starts in September to test students 
and staff at schools several times over at least 6 months for both the virus and its 
antibodies in order to map transmission and viral prevalence. A full explanation of 
the study can be found here. 

Employees:  
• All education workers’ sick pay will be made available from day one when self-

isolating, instead of day 4, from March. This can be found here. The guidance does 
however state that ‘the change will be a temporary measure to respond to the 
outbreak and will lapse when it is no longer required.’ 

• The CJRS (Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme), which allows all UK employers to 
access support to continue paying part of their employees’ salary to avoid 
redundancies where there is a downturn in work as a result of COVID-19, is 
generally not applicable to those working in a publicly funded sector such as 
education. However, it is stated that all employers are eligible to claim under the 
scheme.  

Universities: 

Universities will be allowed access to business support schemes, reprofiling of public 
funding and student number controls to stabilise finances amid projected losses due to a 
decrease in student applications and attendance in 2020-21. This can be found here.  

Industry-specific aid and bodies:  

Child-care: WorkingFamilies has provided guidance on what families’ rights regarding 
childcare, benefits, and taking time off work during the pandemic. Further information can 
be found here. 
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https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/education-and-childcare
https://www.g/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/891762/sKID_protocol_v1.3.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sick-pay-from-day-one-for-those-affected-by-coronaviru
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-support-package-for-universities-and-students
https://workingfamilies.org.uk/articles/coronavirus/
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Assessment for 2021: Ofqual, the main examination body in the UK, has announced 
changes to examinations in 2021. These are still being proposed and will change as the 
virus develops. Full information can be found here, especially the documents attached.  

Guidance from the International Baccalaureate (IB): This document is intended to allow 
schools to continue learning should teaching go fully online, outlining teaching methods 
as well as materials. 

Online learning toolkits: 

• School level resources from the UK government can be found here, including 
advice for parents on teaching at home.  

• SAGE Publishing toolkit 
• National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) toolkit 
• Crown Commercial toolkit - advice on technology to support the education sector, 

including broadband and IT hardware 

Aid for current and prospective university students: TopUniversities has provided 
guidance and advice on how COVID-19 will affect university applications and navigating 
online learning, which can be found here. 

Aid and actions available for teachers and educators: 
• This page summarises sick pay for teachers who become ill with COVID-19 

according to their respective coverage provider. 
• The National Education Union has provided actions and guidance for teachers 

concerned about the risks inherent in reopening schools in September, including 
checklists for safe learning and letters they can send to employers here. 

Hints and tips regarding changes to operations & key learnings thus 
far from other actors/businesses in the industry:  

Local lockdowns: Local lockdowns in Leicestershire have led to new guidance from the 
government, which may be of use in September when schools and universities reopen. 
The guidance can be found here. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/co
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/news-assets/coronavirus/onlin
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/news-assets/coronavirus/onlin
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/online-teaching-toolki
https://ncte.org/resources/resources-virtual-instruction-online-learning/
https://www.crowncommercial.gov.uk/news/technology-to-support-t
https://www.crowncommercial.gov.uk/news/technology-to-support-t
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/coronavirus
https://neu.org.uk/advice/coronavirus-sick-pay
https://neu.org.uk/advice/coronavirus-sick-pay
https://neu.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-lockdowns-guida
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Other schools reopening across the world: 
• General trends across countries where schools either never closed or reopened 

relatively quickly - such as Sweden, Taiwan, Israel and South Africa - have found 
that younger children rarely spread the virus to one another or bring it home. This 
depends on two key factors: adjustments such as keeping student groups small 
and requiring masks to be worn, and the prevalence of the virus in the community 
more generally.  

• As per numerous studies in many of these countries, people under 18 are between 
one-third and one-half as likely as adults to contract the virus (more information 
can be found here). 
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https://dontforgetthebubbles.com/the-missing-link-children-and-transmission-of-sars-cov-2/

